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Up to 80% of children with NF1 will experience learning and behavioural difficulties 

On average, lives of NF1 patients are shortened by 10-15 years

Approx 25% of children with NF1 will be diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder

Around 1 in 5 children with NF1 will develop a brain tumour

Incidence of breast cancer is five times more likely in women with NF1 aged 30-50 years

every 3 DAYS a child is born with nf in australia

what is neurofibromatosis?
Neurofibromatosis (NF) refers to a group of complex genetic conditions that cause tumours to

form on nerves, under the skin and deep in the body.

NF can affect anyone regardless of ethnicity or gender. 
Unpredictable and progressive, its impact is felt throughout a lifetime and by the whole family. 

No two cases are ever the same. 



greater awareness of the signs and symptoms will improve the chances of 
early diagnosis, leading to opportunities for early intervention and 

better health outcomes.

Tumours can form anywhere in the body there are nerves, which can lead to significant health
issues including deafness, blindness, paralysis, physical differences, bone abnormalities, scoliosis,

learning difficulties, itch, chronic pain and cancer.

Lives are often disrupted by numerous specialist appointments, surgeries and ongoing 
health surveillance.
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lifetime of tumours

BONES

SKIN

Heart

EARS

BRAIN

SPINE

Gastrointestinal
Tract

PHYSICAL 
APPEARANCE

eyes

CTF.ORG.AU
Follow us @ctfaustralia

support@ctf.org.au
02 9713 6111


